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Personal Accounts of Life 
Afloat and Ashore... 


Welcome Back! 
season we 
waiting for, 
long last! 


Spring, that 
have been 
has arrived at 


That means it’s time to 
scrape the barnacies, mend 
the lines, rig your boats or 
ships or docks, antennas, 
gardens etc. for another 
active season in the northern 
hemisphere. (We know that 
our readers “down under" 
are winding up a busy time 
and heading for their warm 
firesides.) 


We'll try to help by 
presenting some anecdotes 
and articles by our members. 


To lead off, we will have a 
story by Don Gagne, owner, 
Master and Radio Officer of 
his very own vessel, MV 
WINDWARD. Then, we will take 
you back to 1915 when Mel 
Grummet demonstrated the 
practicality of wireless to his 
classmates in Public School 
104, Brooklyn, NY. Next, we 
have a ‘second look" book 
review of QTC -A Seagoing 
Radio Officer's Scrapbook. 


Our major story in _ this 
issue is about one of our 
overseas members, _ Alice 
Mitchell, 4742-V, GOEEJ, and 
the rigors of antenna care 
and weather in the British 
countryside. We'll also have 
news from our Chapters and 
more for you to enjoy. Now 
let's get underway.- Editor. 


A Quarterly Newsletter of the 
Society of Wireless Pioneers. Inc., 


"KILO ECHO ROMEO LIMA" 
A Modern Pieasure Craft 
by Don Gagne, 4727-V), W2LID 

In September 1944, | sailed 
aboard the Liberty ship SS 
ARTHUR M. HUDDELL/KVDD as 
Second Radio Officer. That 
experience kindled in me an 
interest in shipboard 
radiotelegraph operations. 
But this interest lay dormant 
for many years after | left the 
Huddell in 1945 to join the 
technical staff of the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories. 


During my first few years 
at the Labs, | worked on 
marine radio equipment such 
as the control terminals for 
the Coastal Harbor and High 
Seas radiotelephone services. 
In later years my Bell Labs 
work was mainly on telephone 
switching equipment. 


Columbus, OH. 43213 - USA 


June 1990 


While at the Labs, | also 
became interested In boating. 
Since | was an active radio 
amateur, | equipped my boats 
with amateur and commercial 
radio gear. (See photo, Page 


2). y present craft, a 
34-foot Mainship trawler 
named W/NOWARD, has an 
ICOM 260A two meter 


all-mode transceiver and an 
Atlas 180 transceiver (7) 
covering the 160, 80, 40 and 
20 meter amateur bands. 

A Mackay 128AX receiver 
(5) covers 15 to 650 kHz and 
is the primary unit for the MF 
band. A Heathkit model 
HD-1420 VLF/MF converter 
(3) provides backup reception 
on the MF radiotelegraph 


marine band. This unit, in 
combination with the Atlas 
180, 
500 


is used for monitoring 
kHz when we 


(See WINDWARD, Page 2) 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 


(WINDWARD - from Page 1) 
are anchored since it draws 
relatively litt current from 


the boat’s batteries and 
avoids running the diesel 
generator. 


Renee ‘ Resco 
LA 8 


The MF transmitter (2), 
with power supply (4), is a 
type-approved RCA ET-8043 
40 watt system used as a 
reserve aboard large ships. 
It has five channels - 425, 
454, 468, 480 and 500 kHz. 
The direction-finding 
frequency of 410 kHz is not 
provided since this service is 
no longer available on the 
East coast. 


The MF antenna is a 
modified "T’’ 36 feet long. It 
is 30 feet above the water at 
the stern and about 15 feet 
at the bow. The antenna 
feeder taps onto the flat top 
11 feet aft of the forward 
mast. A variometer (1) is 
required in series with the 
feeder to obtain proper MF 
transmitter loading. Four 
other antennas are provided 
for the above equipment, for 


a LORAN and a VHF 
radiotelephone. 
On MF, contacts have 


been made with WSC, WCC, 
NMF, NMN and several ships 
at sea. | have aie traffic 
account with WSC, Tuckerton, 
NJ, who provides excellent 
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service and also handies my 
OBS weather reports. 
Power is supplied by an 


auxiliary 3kW 120 VAC 60 Hz 
alternator driven by a small, 


one cylinder Volvo. diesel 
engine and from batteries in 
the engine room below the 
radio shack. 


An RCA ET-8053 lifeboat 
transmitter-receiver, stored 
on the deck below the radio 
operating desk, is also 
available for communication 
on 500 and 8364 kHz. 


A radio. direction 
LORAN, VHF radiotelephone 
and the 2-m. amateur 
transceiver are normally on 
the flying bridge. 


finder, 


A VHF marine band scanner 
(6), two VHF marine band 
hand-held radios and a depth 
finder complete the list of 
electronic equipment on board 
the WINDWARD. Item & in the 
photo is a loudspeaker with a 
clock and SWR indicator below 
it. Items 9 and 10 area 
Storage bin and my ‘bug’ 
telegraph key, respectively. 


| asked the FCC to reassign 
the Huddell’s call sign, KVDD, 
to my boat, but they refused. 
Hes: they assigned me 


My boat was launched in 


1979. Beside extensive 
cruising in local New Jersey 
waters, she has sailed to 
Cape Cod, Ma, up. the 


Delaware River to Philadelphia 
and down Chesapeake Bay 
to Williamsburg, VA. making 
stops along the way on both 
sides of the Bay. 


There are berths for four 
people in the’ cabin. A 
stove/oven and refrigerator 
are provided in the galley. 
Hot and cold pressure water 
is available for the galley and 
head which also has a 
shower. 


The main engine is a 
six-cylinder, 160 hp. Perkins 
diesel with turbocharger and 
intercooler. Normal cruising 
speed is presently about 
eight knots, but we can make 
ten if my wife is in a hurry! 


Tentative future’ cruising 
plans include a trip to New 
York harbor to see the tall 
ships in the 1992 celebration 
of the 500th anniversary of 
Columbus’ discovery of the 
New World. The WINDWARD 
may also be present in the 
harbor at Baltimore, MD for 
the maiden voyage of the 
refurbished World War i 
Liberty ship, SS JOHN W. 
BROWN, tentatively set for 
September, 1990. 


(The people working on the 
BROWN have very ambitious 
plans for her. They are also 
planning a trip to Europe in 
1995 with the SS JEREMIAH 
O'BRIEN from San Francisco 
and a Victory’ ship, in 
commemoration of the 5SOth 
anniversary of the Normany 
invasion. Trips to some Italian 
ports are included in these 
plans. They sort of envision 
a mini-WW Il convoy.) 


Look for WINDWARD’S 
identifying signal flags - KERL 
- on her stern mast if you 
attend these East Coast 
events. 


znen2nxt 


The Titanic Connection 
by Melvin L. Grummet, 1740-SGP 


One day in May, 1915, at 
Public School 104 in Brooklyn 
N.Y., when | was 13 years old, 
our science teacher, Mr. J.P. 
Stafford, told his class that 
one of their classmates, 
Meivin Grummet, had agreed 
to give a demonstration of 
wireless telegraphy. 


He explained that Melvin's 
interest in wireless was 
initiated by the publicity it 
received when the British 
passenger liner HMS TITANIC 
struck an iceberg in the 
Atlantic in 1912 and sank with 
a great loss of life. Continuing, 
Mr. Stafford remarked, “As a 
matter of interest, Melvin told 
me that he and some of you 
had made plans then to watch 
the liner pass through the 
Narrows on her scheduled 
arrival in New York on April 
17." Several hands went up. 


The teacher then moved 


toward one of the large 
classroom windows and 
pointed down to a barracks 
building in nearby Fort 
Hamilton. He said that a 
soldier friend of Melvin had 
agreed to help in the 
demonstration and was 


standing by at his wireless 
set to receive our message. 
The soldier would be asked, 
by wireless telegraphy, to go 
to the roof of the building and 
wave one or two arms - 
whichever the class decided. 
The students suggested he 
' wave both arms. 


Meivin, sitting at a table 
with his own wireless set 
before him, sent the message 
with sparks flashing noisily as 
he operated his telegraph 
key. Then, when the soldier 
appeared on the roof waving 
both arms wildly, the class 
broke into cheers. 


The above are my 
recollections of my earliest 
wireless days. | had a simple 
spark - gap station in my 
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bedroom at home, 9525 
Fourth Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. as 
the old photograph below 
indicates. You may be able to 
recognize the picture. of 
Marconi on the wall, the 
“Wireless Code" placard and 
two telegraph keys below it. 


Sis z Ser os 


My days as a youthful, 
aspiring wireless operator 
were challenging. On January 
14, 1917 at the age of 15, | 
went to the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard for examination and 
obtained a commercial 
Wireless Operator’s license. | 
stil remember the number - 


At age 16, after obtaining 
working papers, | applied for a 
job as a wireless operator on 
a ship at the MARCONI 
WIRELESS TELEGRAPH CO. of 
AMERICA in downtown 
Manhattan. The supervisors 
told me | was too young for 
such a job - but they had an 
opening in their MRI 
(Maintenance, Repair and 
Inspection) Division. 


After working two years 
repairing wireless equipment 
in their shop and on ships in 
the harbor, they offered me a 
position as operator on a ship 
anchored off the Statue of 
Liberty. The vessel was 


ready to sail as soon as a 
crew could be signed on. The 
S/S COYOTE was a wooden 
ship with a cargo of matches 
bound for Russia. "No one 
else was available,’ they said. 


On July 3, 1919, we sailed 
| 


iwat 


out of New York harbor. My 
pay was $125 a month with a 
$50 bonus upon completion of 
the voyage. 


Four days later at 11 PM, 
the voice-tube intercom 
whistle shrieked. Someone on 
the bridge shouted, “STAND 
BY! We are afire amidships!” 


The throbbing of our 
engines stopped. As the ship 


drifted around, thick black 
smoke came in through an 
open porthole. Captain 


Farrow burst into my wireless 
cabin with a message. “Don’t 
send this unless | tell you! /'ll 
be back as soon as | can. 
The overheated stack has 
set fire to the wooden 
bulkheads around it!” 


The Captain came back in 
about a half hour and said | 
could turn in. The boat deck 
outside was a mess. Sailors 


were washing down with 
hoses, 
(See COYOTE, Page 4) 


(COYOTE - from Page 3) 
cleaning up debris and shifting 
lights around. 


Next day on the bridge, | 
asked the Third Mate if he 
knew where we were in 
relation to where the TITANIC 
disaster had occurred. From 
information he got from a 
book in his cabin about sea 
tragedies, he figured we had 
been about 380 miles 
west-southwest at the time 
of our fire. He said that on 
our present course, we would 
be passing 85 miles south of 
her final position. 
Editor’s Note No. 1: 
Grummet, a true Wireless 
Pioneer, very possibly was 
also one of the first young 
people to demonstrate 
wireless communication in a 
public school classroom. 


Melvin 


Today, in Junior High School 
No. 22, 111 Columbia St., New 
York, NY 10002, students 
reguiarly use amateur radio 
as an educational aid. Their 
teacher, Mr. Joe Fairclough, is 
trustee of their amateur 
station, WB2JKJ. He tells Ye 
Ed this newsletter is read 
regularly by his “crew”. 


Editor’s Note No. 2: 

Mr. Grummet, in a postscript 
to this story, said he had 
written a longer account of 
his COYOTE voyage. We 
found it in Sparks Journal, 
Vol. 6 No. 3, April, 1984. Here 
ane excerpts from his 1919 
og: 


“wuly 11. Making six knots 
in moderate sea. Called to 
bridge at 10 PM to work 
signal light. A ship close to 
the horizon asked if we were 
afire. Advised her it was coal 
gas burning out of stack. She 
replied 'Bon Voyage’... 


July 25. Dropped anchor in 
Gibraltar Bay, awaiting turn at 
coal dock. 


July 27. Went sailing in ship’s 
service boat with Chief Mate, 


boat with the Chief in it. 
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Bos’n and an oiler. Bos’n 
said he'd like to stretch his 
legs. Chief put us ashore on 
deserted part of beach, telling 
us to return to this spot in 
exactly two hours. Returning, 
we saw a Spanish soldier with 
a rifle running toward our 


to the boat and 
shoved off hoping to get out 
of range but we didn’t make it. 
The guard kneeled and took 
aim. The Chief quickly put the 
tiler hard over and stood up 
waving his white cap wildly in 


We raced 


the air. The soldier lowered 
his rifle. The Chief remarked, 
‘That was too. close for 
comfort’... 


August 7. Passed four British 
minesweepers, bound for 
England. Said they had been 
in the Black Sea. British 
battleship OCEAN visible on 
beach lying on her side, half 
submerged as we 
approached Dardanelles. 
Sighted floating mine drifting in 
current... Passed Gallipoli 2:30 
PM. Hundreds of townspeople 
on beach waving flags. I’m 
told we are second American 
merchant ship to pass 
through Dardanelles... 


August 13. At dock (Batoum, 
Russia, now called Batumi in 
Soviet republic of Georgia) 
discharging cargo. A Russian 
ship with deck full of refugees 
from ports to the north are 
jumping overboard and 
swimming ashore because of 
delay in quarantine clearance. 
A British launch from a 
destroyer is firing machine 


guns into the water... to dis- 
courage further desertions. 
Two Russian boys with a note 
to the Captain from American 
destroyer 152 are allowed on 
board our ship, asking us to 
take care of boys as they 
had orders to leave Batoum.... 
PM - First shore leave for 
crew- many fail to return- 
others too drunk to work. 
Asked American destroyer 
for assistance in handling 
crew. Ship searched - liquor 
confiscated. Leave cancelled. 


September 1. (Poti, Russia) 
Finished loading manganese 
and prepared to sail. Large 
group of bedraggied Russian 


of 5} refugees, carrying everything 
$.5. COYOTE off Rock ef Sibraltar - 1919 


they owned, came to the ship, 
begged to be taken to 
Batoum. Permission granted... 


September 3. Moved in to 
(Batoum) dock. Now under 
martial law. Ship’s agent says 
several public executions in 
town today...Uptown [| met 
radioman from Italian 
destroyer. He invited me to 
visit his ship. Italian wine is 
very good. | got lost going 
back to COYOTE in darkness. 
Turning a corner with a high 
fence, | walked into the point 
of a bayonet on rifle of East 
Indian British soldier. After 
identification he told me how 
to get back to my ship. 


Sept. 6. Visited Russian ship 
IRTYSK. She has three radio 
operators. One is American. 
His name is Payne and he 
comes from Brooklyn. He 
wears thick glasses and has 
one artificial leg. He wants 
passage back to States on 
COYOTE...Two Russian boys 
who have been living aboard 
for a month had to be sent 
ashore prior to our sailing. 
They were crying..." 
(Sept.18.Sailing day for home.) 
Radio-op passenger Payne 
dived off ship to retrieve 
small boat floating away; did 
not succeed. We left without 
him. Melvin learned later he 
reached US safeiy. So did our 
author, Nov. 25, 1919). 


A Second Look at... 
- QTC - (/ Have A Message 
For You) by “Sparks”... 


In our issue for December, 
1989, we made a _ brief 
review of Ray Redwood’s 
very interesting “A Seagoin 
Radio Officer’s Scrapbook’. 
Here are review excerpts by 
Kirsti Jenkins-Smith, a former 
Radio Officer in the Norwegian 
merchant marine. She now 
signs VKONL on the amateur 
bands and writes a regular 
column for Australia’s 
Amateur Radio Action. We 
quote from Vol. 12 No. 59: 


“This month I’m writing a 
book review, mainiy because 
’m just busting to tell you 
about it. (Ray Redwood’s 
book) is something you just 
have to see if you possibly 
can. It’s fhat good... 


While now we have a glut of 
technical books dealing with 
radio, | can find very little in 
the way of ’readable’ material 
- the kind of stuff which deals 
with the Auman side of it all. 
Books are written and films 
are made with the hero being 
either a doctor or a diplomat 
or an art collector and so on. 


But where do you find a book 
where the author is a radio 
operator? Part of the 
problem could be that authors 
do not have the necessary 
knowledge to use such a 
background in a_ plausible 
manner. And so, radio, along 
with its enthusiasts, exists 
almost as a separate race 


within society, not to be 
dabbled with by the 
uninitiated... 


wHis writing style is easy and 
transports the reader into the 
various situations. Written for 
the casual reader rather than 
the electronically minded, this 
is not a textbook on 
electronics. But enough 
information is included to 
make the reader understand 
what was happening... Calling 
for help in an emergency 
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was the reason why ships 
were made to carry a 
qualified radio operator in the 
first place. (You and the 
skipper go down with the 
ship!’ we were told during my 
own training - just so we 
should know where our duty 
lay.’) These days most 
people seem to believe that 
radio communications are on 
board for easy access to 
stock markets and business 
partners and can be handied 
by unmanned machines. 

One of the reasons why 
Sparks wrote his book is in 
fact the spectre of the ship’s 
radio operator becoming 
obsolete in view of modern 
satellite communications. He 
therefore wanted this aspect 
of seafaring set down for 
posterity along with other 
Stages of development the 
saga of the sea and ships... 


w.Having sat with my eyes 
glued to the pages of QTC, 
oblivious to the world around 
me (office, radio, kitchen, 
chores -- all the mundane 
stuff) | just had to pass the 
good word about this book on 
to other enthusiasts...” 
rrRe 

“Only one word to describe 
the book - OUTSTANDING!" said 
one reader in an_ individual 
review. "..Many of us can 
place ourselves in your 
shoes, almost step-for-step.... 
doubt if going to sea will ever 
again see the long days in 
port where ae fellow could 
become acquainted with 
new places, make longlasting 
friends and take time to 
experience life in other 
countries. You tell it like it is - 
and | like that..." 

Another said "..The book 
brings the history of radio to 
life by mixing personal 
experiences with background 
material and true stories..." 


For $17 in hardcover or 
$10.85 paperback (US), your 
copy of OTC may be ordered 
postpaid from Sequoia Press, 
2502 Cockburn Dr., Austin 
TX 78745 USA. 


Solving Our Mailing 
Problem 
ba a a a ed 

“For several months 
since the publication of our 
December 1989 issue, we 
have been trying to discover 
why our Canadian and 
overseas members did not 
receive three issues of this 
newsletter last year. 


It now appears that our 
former mailing company 
deliberately kept the 
postage fees designated 
for those copies and 
probably threw them and 
their mailing envelopes 
away! We are studying legal 
measures which may be 
taken against him. 


We hope these’ sanctions 
will help us recoup = our 
consider abie loss and 
discourage him from trying 
such tactics with other 
customers. This unprincipled 
mailing firm was the cause of 
our being cheated of 
payments made in good faith 
for services not delivered. 


We made another unpleasant 


discovery last December 
about our mailings to 
members in the USA. Our 


former mailer reported he 
had over 400 labels on hand, 
but no newsletters to match. 
Thinking that somehow we 
had not received a sufficient 
quantity from our reliable 
printer,we ordered additional 
copies in order to use the 
labels. Imagine our frustration 
when we received numerous 
notes from members saying 
they received fwo copies of 
the December issue. We 
concluded that this 
irresponsible mailer probably 
failed to send out some 400 
copies of an earlier 1989 
issue and therefore had the 
extra labels on hand. 


So far he has failed to 
explain any of the problems 
linked to his operation in 1989 
-which lost us nearly $1,200. 


~~~ Chapter News ~~~ 


The Jack Binns SOWP 
Chapter V held its regular 
Spring semi-annual luncheon 
meeting Saturday. April 7, 


1990 at the $ Doghouse 
restaurant, Seattle, 
Washington, with Chapter 
Director John Dudiey 
Bigsicis Don Newman, 
ecretary- Treasurer was 
scribe and reporter. 

This was an __ informal 
meeting with no scheduled 
program. Attendance was 


down from the usual 40 to 45, 
with absences due to illness 
and other activities taking 
place at the same time. It 
was also election time , but no 
one volunteered as Director 
Or Secretary - Treasurer. 
Therefore, a ‘mock-election’ 
was held and the two 
incumbents were re-elected 
by acclamation to start their 
fourth two-year term A 
memorial tribute was made to 


SOWP Silent Keys, Bob 
Dietsch and Eben Cady. 
We usually have two 


meetings a year, one In April 
and one in October. In 1989 
we had a special luncheon in 
June for Bill and Ruth 
Breniman. Later, we nO NAREES 
our October nesta 
September to have our aod 
Ted Phelps and Jodie with us 
on their way to Banff, Lake 
Louise and a cruise to Alaska. 
We are hoping some day to 
add to our list of dignitaries 
by having Executive Director 
Paul Dane and Vivian with us. 


A new member and his wife 
were introduced: Marvin M. 
Meek, 4835-V, W7RDJ and 
Carol, KF7SA, from Darrington, 
WA. Marvin was given a 
SOWP cap. 


Gordon Tucker, 3813-V, 
W7FLF, was with us from 
Silverton, OR. Gordon has 
been acting as NCS for the 
Thursday night Richard 
Johnstone (RJ) net at 11 PM 
Pacific Time on 3555 kHz and 
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has been doing an expert job. 
He was also given a SOWP 
cap. 


Ted Heavens, 2556-P, 
VE7CHE, former net controller 
of our Jack Binns net (3555 
kHz Tuesday, 11 PM Pacific 
time) was unable to attend 
due to illness, as was Keith 
Kennedy, 4698-M, VE7KWK, 
who is now NCS and also 
doing a very fine job. 


Activity reports were given 
by W7FLF for the RJ net, and 
Viggo Conradt-Eberlin, 262-P, 
WA7CJV, for the Jack Binns 

Don Newman, 58-P, 
W7CO, reported on the 
TRANSCON nets, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 1400 UTC, 
14.115 mHz, and the OOTC 
net at the same time and 
frequency Fridays. 


The Treasurer’s report 
showed a negative balance of 
$15.90 beause no collections 


were made at our two 
previous meetings. Expenses 
were due to meeting 


announcement postcards and 
get-well, sympathy cards. A 
collection was taken, 
amounting to $37. John 
Dudiey donated a Mackay 
128-A MF/LF receiver which 
was purchased by Ed Reinke, 
1495-P, W7EBF, for $26, with 
proceeds going into’ the 
Chapter treasury. 


As always, everyone had 
an opportunity to speak. We 
expect that our next meeting 
will have a formal program. 


a a a ad 


The National Capital Area 
Chapter X met Saturday, 
March 31, 1990 for its 59th 
Quarterly luncheon at the 
Steak and Ale restaurant, 
Alexandria, VA with 44 
members and guests present. 


Ralph Albers, 4374-\V, 
W4ER, our new Chapter Direc- 


tor, presided. The meeting 
scribe was Em _  Menhrling, 
2500-P, W4NH. 


The speaker of the day 
was Tom Gibson of Jopiin, 
MD, who recently returned 
from Tokyo after several 
trips as Radio Officer on the 
SS OVERSEAS JOYCE. Tom has 
had a long and exceptional 
career as an_— electrical 
engineer with Amtrac’ and 
other railroads. He is also a 
graduate of the World War Il 
Gallups Island radio training 
school near Boston, MA. 


The OVERSEAS JOYCE is a 
carrier of Japanese Toyota 
automobiles. She carries 
4,500 vehicles on each trip 
from Tokyo to US. East 
Coast ports. Her dimensions 
barely allow her to clear the 
Panama Canal and she looks 
like a floating warehouse, with 
TOYOTA painted in huge 
letters 'midships. Tom 
showed a slide of a parking 
lot packed with 5,000 
Toyotas. it was almost 
empty after the ship was 
loaded - really unbelievable. 


Tom had some excellent 
slides showing the interior and 
exterior of the vessel. Crew 


quarters resemble modern 
hotel rooms one would 
expect to find at a Sheraton. 
The radio shack is well 


equipped with LF, HF and 
satellite communication gear. 
The satellite navigation 
equipment can place the 
location of the ship within a 
few hundred feet at any time. 
Incidentally, some trips have 
been made without once using 
CW for communication. 


This particular ship is 
manned by an American crew 
and even has one female 
officer. Some crew members 
take their wives with them 
on the long voyages. 


Our next meeting for June 
30, 1990 in Balltimore, MD at 
a ‘seafood restaurant within 
sight of the restored Liberty 
Ship, SS JO W. 
BROWN/KHUL, will probably be 
delayed a month or so 

(See CHAPTERS, Page 7) 


(Chapters - from Page 6) 


because the ship will be in 
drydock during June. 


We are planning to hold our 
September meeting in 
Annapolis, MD on Saturday, 
the 29th. We are attempting 
to arrange a tour of the U.S. 
Navy’s radio. station NSS 
following our luncheon, if 
confirmed by the station's 
commanding officer. 


zrewrrwrnee 


Pacific Southwest 
Chapter IX 

The Second Annual Pacific 
SW Chapter IX SOWP and the 
Arizona Chapter 16 QCWA 
luncheon meeting was held at 
the Holiday Inn, Phoenix, AZ.,, 
December 2, 1989 and 
proved to be a fun day for 
alll Attendance toalled 111, 
with some coming from as far 
away as New Hampshire and 
Ohio. Other states 
represented were California, 
inet New Mexico and 
tah. 


Fred Heyn, WA6WZO, ARRL, 
SW Division Director, was the 
featured speaker. Other 
speakers were Jim Swafford, 
W7FF, ARRL Section Manager, 
Paul Dane, Executive 
Director-SOWP and Lew 
McCoy, Technical Editor, CQ 
magazine. 


Sen. Barry Goldwater, an 
hnorary member of SOWP, 
was scheduled to be keynote 
speaker at the meeting, and 
celebrate 60 years” with 
ARRL, but could not attend. 
Unfortunately, e was 
hospitalized with his fourth hip 
surgery. Senator Goldwater 
will be honored at a later 
date. 


A prime rib dinner was 
enjoyed by all. Afterward, 
Leo Meyerson, WOGFQ, 
played piano for a sing-along 
session with the talented Pat 
Higgins, XYL of Gerry, WS9INP, 
leading the singing, -(William 
T. Jackson, Chapter Director) 
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Inland Seas Chapter XIV 


A regular mail ballot election 
of chapter officers and 
members of the Board of 
Directors was completed in 
March, 1990. 


Members chose a new 
Chapter Director, Arthur €E. 
“Art’ Schermerhorn, 3868-P, 
W8FEC, replacing Theodore K. 
“Ted Phelps, 881-P, W8&TP, 
who had served since April, 
1983. 


Assistant Chapter Director 
Robert R. “Bob” Ballantine, 
3783-M,W8ISU, and Secretary 
-Treasurer Lawrence R. 
“Larry” Pettengill, 2004-P, 
WAS8HGH, were _ re-elected. 
The two-year term for Iniand 
Seas Chapter officers is April 
aoat ede through March 31, 


The chapter Board of 
Directors chosen for the 
same two-year term, consists 
of GXM. “George Collier, 
2267-SGP, WOEG; Ero 
Erickson, 21-P, KASYDS; Earl 
W. Korf, 613-SGP, K2IC; Ralph 


McDonough, 3767-V, K8AN, 
and the former Chapter 
Director, T. K. Phelps. The 


new Alternate Board Member 
is Henry K. ‘Hank’ Warner, 
2606-P, W1HRQ. The chapter 
newsletter editor is Charles E. 
"SP" Spencer, 4058-P, W8PQO. 


Most members of 
Inland Seas Chapter 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Michigan, Indiana and Ohio, 
with a few in Pennsylvania. In 
recent years, members from 
New York, Maine, Florida, 
Canada and even overseas 
have been enrolled. They are 
thus separated by such 
distances that Chapter 
meetings are impractical 
except by means of amateur 
radio nets on Monday 
evenings. Since the founding 
of the Chapter in 1979 by 
Paul and Phyllis Stevenson, 
the Chapter Director is NCS of 
its nets. Mr. Schermerhorn is 
continuing this custom. 


the 
live in 


~ Incoming Mail ~ 
Our incoming mail 
=a tray iS usually full to 
Pp —~=-z—joverflowing. That's 
an understatement, 
to say the least! Sometimes 
our mail is electronic, like the 
following: 


From SOWP's Transcon nets 
we have learned that John 
McKinney, 1001-P, WOAP, (see 
Page 8 of our March, 1990 
issue) suffered a mishap on 
leaving his ship, MV SEA 
VENTURE/WJMV, at Houston, 
TX early in April this year. 


We understand that Mac, 
carrying heavy suitcases 
along the dock, slipped and 
fell after his foot caught a 
piece of half-buried pipe. He 
sustained cuts about the face 
which required several 
stitches, broke his eyeglasses 
and painfully bruised his rib 
cage. 


But Mac bounced back 
quickly, recovering as he 
travelled. He again boarded 
the SEA VENTURE in Houston, 
TX on May 14, 1990. Atta 
Boy, Mac! Menge 

~ Saving Grace? ~ 

A missionary being chased 
by a lion was finally cornered. 
Breathless, he knelt to pray. 
To his complete surprise, the 
lion also assumed the posture 
of prayer. 


“Praise the Lord,’ shouted 
the missionary, ‘It's a miracle! 
’m saved!" 


“Quiet!” roared the King of 
Beasts, “Can't you see I’m 
saying Grace?" 


(Attributed to Em Mehrling, 
2500-P, W4NH) 


b a ae 


Are You Moving? 


If you are planning a 
change of address, please 
advise SOWP Executive 
Director Paul Dane by 


postcard at HQ before you 
move! Many Thanks. 


Editorial ~ 

Political Bureaucracy - 

Always With Us 
rrr 

You really could read our 
title in reverse- “Bureaucratic 
Politics’. Its a case of "A 
rose by any other name..." 


As we all know, both 
governments and large many- 
layered organizations = drift 
inevitably into bureaucratic 
ways to conduct their affairs. 
This may be regrettable, but 
it is unavoidable. A case in 
point is a recent activity by 


the American Radio Relay 
Leaque. Many SOWP 
members also are ARRL 


members, including this writer. 
We think the League performs 
Valuable representative 
functions for us which are not 
obtainable any other way. 


But any bureaucracy may 
sometimes falter. Its staff 
may misread or not always 
be in tune with important 
constituencies within its 
membership. It appears that 
ARRL lately fell into that trap 
- then made a hasty effort to 
reverse its course. 


In OST for February, 1990, 
readers learned that. on 
December 12, 1989, ARRL 
“filed a (24-page) petition for 
rule-making with FCC seeking 
the adoption of rules. to 
permit limited HF RTTY and 
data communication under 
automatic control..." 


The League sought to 
have FCC authorize by rule 
the automatic use of AMTOR 
and Baudot RTTY as well as 
data modes in narrow 
segments of eight amateur 
bands. On 40 meters, the slot 
eS to be 7,035 to 7,045 

Ze 


ARRL’s rationale for the 
petition was that’ “..the 
desirability of automatic 


operation on the HF bands 
has been firmly established 
and in fact it is now an 
integral part of the normal 


amateur radio activity in all 
ITU regions..." 


Some may ask, “Why should 
professional operators like 
SOWP members care about 
such an issue?” 


_One answer, it seems to us, 
lies in the belief that our old, 


trusted, faithful friend, 
radiotelegraphy, “Charlie 
Whiskey”, appeared to be 
standing directly in Harm's 


Way! For another, SOWP and 
other CW nets are the cement 
Which keeps so many of us 
together,functioning smoothly, 
with enjoyment to boot! 


In response to suggestions, 
some relayed on SOWP nets, 
a letter-writing effort 
blossomed and quickly bore 
fruit. Writers spoke of not 
being opposed to progress. 
They applauded the 
reasonable advance of new 
technology - which itself is 
inevitable - and suggested 


other band segments for 
“auto-op'. 
On April 19, 1990, the 


American Radio Relay League 
completely withdrew its peti- 
tion, RM-7248-~=—--T.. K. Phelps 


nruwrnnwrnereRrneweeewenenennrneenre 


Welcome! New Members: 
xrrreReR 


4929-M W. J. Otten, KA7ZOCW 
Jake/Chantal, 10413 NE 91st 
Ave., Vancouver, WA 98662 
FS: Adak, Alaska/NUD. 


4930-V Thomas S. Price, 
VE7GRH “Tom''/Margaret, 
1004-225 Bellville, St, 
Victoria, BC, Canada V8V 4T9. 
FS: 1942 Coal Harbour, BC 
RCAF /LCH. 


4931-V Robert C. Cossman, 


W7MBB "'Bob'’/Rose, 2233 E. 
Myrtle Ave. Phoenix, AZ 
85020. FS: 1943 SS John 


Mitchell/ KHUJZ. 


4932-V Clement L. Roberts, 
NX5R "Pinky'/Della, Box 347 
Wimberley, TX 78676-0347, 
FS: 1942 Kelly Field, TX AACS 
USAAF /WYG. 


4933-V Leroy W. Wolff, 
W4RLB “Mike'/"Dot'’, 2415_ 
Woodhill Lane, East Point, GA 
30344. FS: 1941 HQ 4th 


COMM SQDRN., Maxwell Field, 
AL., Detached svc. Pope Field, 
Fort Bragg, NC/WZD. 

4934-M Whittaker, 
G3LUW */Margaret, 2 New 
Town, Uckfield, E. Sussex, 
England TN22 SDB FS: 1953, 
Royal Air Force Aijrcraft/ 
Various Calls. 


4935-M William D. Ellis, AJ3W 
*/Yukiko, 5729 N. Kings Hwy., 
Alexandria,VA 22303.FS: 1980 
USNS Northern Light/Military 
Sealift Command/USN/NGYS. 


4936-V Russell Meese, Jr., 
W8RQ Russ/Margaret, 14860 
Dasher, Allen Park, MI 48101. 
FS:1942 Patterson Field/WYD. 


Brian 


4937-M Patrick J. Winn 
KB2BGG */Zeny, Bldg. 855 
Apt. 5-A SCG Base, 


Governors Island, NY 10004. 
FS: 1983 COMMSTA_ San 
Francisco/Pt. Reyes/NMC. 


4938-V Earl Crawfis, W7KS 


*/ 171 Caliche ODr., Chino 
Valley,CA 86323. FS:1941, 
SS Comol Cuba/HPJD (RCA). 


4939-V Howard Chambers, 


W7DC */Viola, PO Box 1557, 
Cottonwood, AZ 86326. FS: 
1948 U.S. Border Patrol/ 
Tucson, Arizona. 

4940-V John J. Kaiser, 
WS5SVRJ */Marcella, 1277 


Wingate Rd., Las Cruces, NM 
8800 1. FS: 1940 USS 
ENTERPRISE Arm. Bombing 
Saadrn. Six. 


4941-V Richard Key, N6GNTM 
“Dick'/ 4628 N. lla Ave, 
Fresno, CA 93705. FS: 1942 
SS City of Omaha/KOZB. 


4942-M Marvin W. 
Gustafson, KA7MGM ‘'Gus’/ 
S. Marijane, 1250 Mira Flores, 
Santa Maria, CA 93455. FS: 
MCAS Cherry Point, NC/USMC. 
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The GOEEJ Horizontal-— 


Vertical Antenna... 
Trials and Tribulations 


By Alice Mitchel, 4742-1), GOEEJ 
zeeree 


Bodmin Moor is situated 
nine miles north of Bodmin in 
Cornwall, South-West England. 
During the summer it is a 
pleasant place for a QTH, but 
in the winter months the Moor 
becomes a_ wild, desolate, 
bleak location, often cut off 
from civilisation by the 
weather, and one wonders 
why on earth we chose such 
a place in which to live. 
There are ‘FORS' and 
'AGAINSTS’ : if one wants the 
good, then one must suffer 
the bad. 
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between May and September 
- the grass just didn’t grow. 
That was a ’FOR’. 


During this period there was 
an ’AGAINST’ which caused 
many hours of hard work. 
The spring which supplied our 
cottage with water dried up, 


so Frank, the OM, had to 
collect all we used from the 
nearest mains supply 


which was five miles distant. 
This regularly took two hours 
from his day, including the 
time he needed to pump 
water up into the tank in the 
roof, Nevertheless, there 
was cold water coming 
through the tap-the hot 
water tap! During this time 
our only source of hot water 


without wind. The rest of the 
summer was spent lazing in 
the orchard. Frank barbequed 
all our meals, so ! spent the 
summer free of the cooking 
chore, but complained about 
the heat anyway - hil 


The temperature in my 
radio shack NEVER dropped 
below 27c (80F) and in the 
middie of the day it often 
rose to 34c (94F). Even with 
the door and window open it 
was too uncomfortable to get 
on the air. A plate of ice 
cream taken from the freezer 
placed on the bench liquified 
in two minutes. |! continued 
lazing. 


Then the summer ended. 


The summer of 1989 was 
idyllic - long hot days which 
we were tempted to laze 
away, ignoring the _ interior 
decorating crying out for 


attention, ignoring the 
housework - (why do 
housework when we were 


never in the house?) and 
turning a blind eye to the 
gardening. It was so dry the 
lawn was cut. only once 


was from boiling a kettle. 


In May we did find the 
energy to take advantage of 
the good weather: the masts 
for my beam and vertical 
antennas were moved to 
positions where both could be 
lowered without hitting the 
apple trees. Frank had 
wanted to do this for ages - 
all he needed was a day 


Good things to have to end 
sometime. With the passing of 
summer came torrential rains 
and very high winds. High is 
the operative word! Some 
winds reached 100 mph and 
more. Anxiously we studied 
the antennas and when they 
appeared to be withstanding 
the tremendous gusts - 
became complacent - too 

(Continued, Page 10) 
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complacent. One Saturday 
morning we went into the 
orchard to discover that the 
mast holding the VK2ABQ 


antenna had bent through an 
angie of over 90 degrees. 
bentin a 


Unfortunately, it 


direction which prevented us 
from lowering the mast since 
its bottom end is on a swivel. 
The top of the mast now lay 
across the shack roof so that 
the beam now hung down in 
front of the door. (Alice 
included a photo of the 
VK2ABQ antenna as described 
in Column 2, but Ye Ed found it 
too dark to reproduce. We 
have, with apologies, 
attempted to describe the 
scene with the sketch above.) 


The biggest snag was that 
the telephone line from our 
cottage to the next farm, a 
mile away, was caught in the 
angle of the # mast. A 
well-meaning amateur friend 
told me that if the line was 
broken, British Telecom would 
charge us a hundred pounds 
for its replacement. 


Now we had a problem on 
our hands which we couldn't 


solve for a few days 
because gales were § still 
blowing and we needed 
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another pair of hands. Luck 
was on our side. On the first 


day the wind stopped 
blowing, someone _ arrived 
with a lorry to pick up 
some scrap metal Frank 


wanted out of his way. This 
young man realised what we 


were 


trying to do 
volunteered his help. 
three pairs of hands, we lifted 


With 


the mast away from the 
shack roof, over the 
telephone wire into the field. 


Unfortunately, the beam 
was smashed as it was 
dragged through a hawthorne 
tree, but it couldn't be helped. 
Frank could make another 


VK2ABQ, but | would have 
been hard pressed to find 
that hundred pounds § for 


Telecom. 


That evening, on the Packet 
circuit, | made a fun thing out 
of this incident. Immediately, 
Jeff/G8DJS connected to 
offer three sections of 
aluminium mast and three 
sections of triangular steel 
mast - if they would help? 
Would they help? 


Arrangements were made 
to pick up all this material on 
the next Saturday. Jeff and 
Cynthia, his XYL would come 


On the appointed day, a 
week after destruction of 
the mast, anorher gale 
started blowing! 


Jeff and Cynthia arrived. | 
was just about to serve 
lunch. | glanced through the 
window to watch the mast 
holding my Tri-Star vertical 
bend and bend some more - 
yes, you have guessed it - 
through more than 90 
degrees. The vertical was 
now lying horizontally through 
the top of our _ tallest 
sycamore tree, with one of its 
ground planes buried among 
the branches. The only HF 
antenna left was the 
non-resonant dipole - quite 
good; it tunes from the (160m) 
top band to 109 metres, but 
is not exactly ideal for DXing, 


The Tri-Star vertical is the 
only HF antenna for which | 
have paid out good money. 
All my other antennas have 
been made by the OM and, at 
one time | had seven from 
which to choose, all 
selectable from a massive 
switch box also made by the 
OM 


Frank intends to leave the 
Tri-Star in the top of the 
sycamore tree until the new 
VK2ABO is in use - it still has 
to be built. So far, our 
weather has permitted only 
two of the three triangular 
sections to be erected. 


Not wishing to be denied my 
DX-ing, | tentatively tried to 


tune the vertical. For 
receiving it seemed to be 
perfect on all bands. But, 


would | get out? Oh, yes, with 
surprising results! | can pull in 
DX from all over the world. 
Long-time friends in Canada 
and other distant places have 
actually asked if | have 
bought a new antenna: my 
signals are better than they 
have ever heard! 


My “horizontal-vertical” is 
unusual. It looks odd, most 
(Continued, Page 1 1) 


(GOEEJ - from Page 10) 
odd! it brings a lot of 
sarcastic comments, but it 
works better than ever and 
the starlings just love it as 
an extra perch! Question is: 
Shall | leave it where it is, or 
should | pull it down and 
re-erect it on another mast in 
the conventional manner? if | 
leave it “as is", shall | patent 
it as the 'GOEEJ Horizontal - 
Vertical’? Who wants to be 
the first to buy one..? 


(Editor’s Note: At this point, 
we interrupt Alice’s story, 
since it should be updated by 
the toll taken by weather in 
ner area. AS you will read, 
her “antenna farm" is 
considerably different from 
What it was just afew 
months ago), 


In a post-script dated 29 
December, 1989, Alice said: 


“There have been many 
gales in Cornwall since | last 


wrote, some worse than 
those which ruined the 
antennas [last summer]. But 


there were no more antennas 
to flatten. We have put up 
another mast to take the new 
beam when it is _ finished, 
although that will not be until 
the good weather arrives. 
Spring}... 


“Frank does not hold an 
amateur licence. He refuses 
to sit the exam, saying he is 
too old at 78 years. He won't 
even attempt a novice 
licence, although that would 
be a walkover for him. His 
interest lies with CB = and 
constructing antennas. He is 
forever producing another HF 
model for me to try out...” 

rrernere, 

In a letter to SOWP 
Executive Director Paul Dane 
dated 30 January, 1990 Alice 
wrote: "... he hurricane which 
struck England (last) 
Thursday was so severe | am 


sure it made your news 
bulletins... (it) was horrific, 
devastating and very 
frightening. 
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Events commenced during the 
night of (January) 25th/26th 
when the wind began to rise 


and torrential rain rattled 
down... The police issued a 
request no one should 


venture outside unless their 
journey was an 
emergency..We decided to 
batten down the hatches as 
far as possible - this included 
taking all we might need from 
the freezers aS a major 
power cut seemed inevitable. 
This arrived at 11 am. 


“Fortunately we have a 
small radio which runs on 
batteries so were able to 
keep tuned to Radio Cornwall 
all day... Its normal 
programmes were suspended 
and the station became the 
one source where pleas for 


help, latest details of 
emergencies, offers of help, 
pleas from the police and 


electricity Company were all 
sorted out... 


“At one point in the day - 
near lunch time, the whole of 
Cornwall and half of Devon 
was without power wnen the 
cable connecting us to the 
National Grid was severed. 
That was mended during the 
afternoon but trees which fell 
across power lines..deprived 
hundreds of thousands of 
electricity. We were 
fortunate because our power 
was returned at 9 p.m. but 
there are still, four days later, 
60,000 people still without 
light or means of heating and 
means of heating and cooking. 
Many years back, when we 
first Summed up the situation 
of living in such an exposed 
and isolated QTH, Frank 
organised our facilities to 
cope with most power 
emergencies. When my old 
electric stove gave up the 
ghost we switched to calor 
gas for cooking and acquired 
two calor gas heaters so, 
unlike some people, we could 
still cook and keep 
warm..Also, of course, we 
have battery powered flash 
lamps. Our main worry was 


the wind which was gusting 
110 mph almost continuously... 


'_Air-sea rescue services 
were busy helping ships in 
trouble around the coast. 
One ship had to throw 
overboard its deck cargo of 
timber to stop itself capsizing. 
«Then of all things to happen 
at this point, Lands End Radio 
Station had a complete power 
failure so came off the air - 
just when ships might be 
calling for help... 


"And so it continued all 
day..Several people were 
killed - mostly by falling trees, 


Many, many hundreds _ of 
mature trees have been 
up-rooted... 


‘\.How did Frank and | fare? 
More fortunately than some ... 
At one point during the day, it 
would have been foolish to 
leave the house because 
slates were cascading down 
past the doors and windows 
in their hundreds - no 
exaggeration. As we 
watched, the discone antenna 
came across the roof to land 
immediately outside the front 
door on top of slates already 
there..We could see slates 
from the shack roof lying in 
the orchard and the ridge 
tiles were slipping off as we 
watched. Nothing Frank or | 
could do about that as we 
were trapped in the house by 
falling debris but | feared for 
my radio gear.. Frank fetched 
a tarpaulin from the barn to 
spread over furniture in the 
guest room - the roof above 
was open to the sky. Then it 
Started to snovlllll.. 


"On the day of the hurricane 
when the wind subsided in this 
part of the country, Frank 
managed to replace the tiles 
on the shack roof, though not 
until some damage was done 
to the contents. Here again 
we were lucky, although 
everything was covered in 
dust and. dirt, the only 
equipment lost was my two 
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~~~Silent Keys~~~ 


With Deep Regret, We 
Report the Passing of the 
following SOWP members: 


Frank A. Anzalone, 
4163-SGP, W1WY, Stamford, 
CT. He was for many years 
a contributing editor to CQ. 


Robert E. Dalgity, 3079-V, 
WB6ADL, Yucaipa, CA. Sept. 
22,1989. Age 74. 

Jesse 0. Hill, 2804-V, 
W6BFU, Oakland, CA. 

Max H. Kearns, 1468-SGP, 
K7WSW, Grants Pass, OR. 
Duane D. LaTourell, 925-P, 


WG6IG, Los Angeles, CA., March, 
1990 


Stewart S. Perry, 293-SGP, 
W1B8, Winthrop, MA. Known 
to his friends as “Mr. 160", he 
contacted more than 200 
countries on that band. 


Lawson P. Ramage, 3073-P, 
KB3DE, Bethesda, MD., April 15, 
1990. Age &1. 


John S. Schantz, 617-SGP, 
W3FYD, Fort Washington, PA,, 
Feb. 26, 1990. Age 90. 


Wesley C. Thompson, SOWP 
Charter Member No. 48-SGP, 
W6BPV, Santa Cruz, CA. 


Earl F. Whiddon, 2060-SGP, 
KAVY, Plymouth, MA. 


~~~ In Remembrance ~~~ 
Adm. Lawson P. Ramage, 


World War Ii Hero, Dies 


By Bart Barnes 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


Lawson Peterson Ramage, 
81, a retired Navy Vice 
Admiral who as a World War Il 
submarine commander won 
the Medal of Honor and two 
Navy Crosses, the Navy’s 
highest awards for gallantry, 
died of cancer April 15 at his 
home in Bethesda, MD. 

Adm. Ramage was awarded 
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the Medal of Honor for a 46 
minute surface engagement 
against a Japanese convoy in 
which four enemy ships were 
sunk. The Navy Crosses 
covered extended patrol 
periods in which seven other 
enemy ships were sunk. 


Adm. Ramage served 43 


years in the Navy before his 
retirement in 1970 as 
commander of the Military 


Sea Transport Service. He 
spent much of his career as a 
submariner, beginning in 1935. 


He was assigned to Pearl 
Harbor as radio and sound 
officer for the submarine 
commander of the Pacific 
fleet when the Japanese 
attack brought the United 
States into World War ll. He 
was assigned his first sea 


command, the submarine 
Trout, in June 1942. 
He was born in Monroe 


Bridge, Mass. He graduated 
from the U.S. Naval Academy 
at Annapolis, MD in 1931 and 
served aboard destroyers 
before being assigned as a 
submariner,. 


rererrereereererenenereeraenenenrer 


John S. Schantz 
~~ Wireless Pioneer ~~ 


John S. “Jack” Schantz, a 
radio engineer for nearly 50 
years, died February 26, 
1990 in a Pennsylvania 
hospital at age 90. He was 
the widower of Frances Kratz 
Schantz. 


A native of Reading, PA, Mr. 
Schantz graduated from 
Reading High School in 1917. 
He studied communications 
through Pennsylvania State 
University’s College Extension 
courses and went on to study 
at the Marconi Institute in 
New York, In 1919 he 
received a commercial radio 
operator’s license. 


He began ai career in 
broadcasting and worked at 


different times for the Gimbel 
Bros. station; WLIT, the Lit 
Bros. station, and WFIL, all in 
Philadelphia. He retired as 
WFIL’s assistant chief 
engineer in 1966. He also 
worked as a marine radio 
inspector in Philadelphia. 


Mr. Schantz served with 
the Army infantry in World 
War | and was wounded in 
France. Between the wars 
and before World War | he 
was ae shipboard’ wireless 
operator. He returned to 
military service in World War Il 
in the Army Signal Corps, 
where he attained the rank of 
Major. 


Jack Schantz received his 
first amateur radio. license 
in 1916 with call sign 3SP. 
He was a charter member of 


the Veteran Wireless 
Operators Association(VWOA), 
the Society of Wireless 


Pioneers, (SOWP) and the Old 
Old Timers Club, (OOTC). He 
had held the positions of Chief 
Operator (CHOP) and Net 
Control Station for the Elmo 
Pickerell Chapter, SOWP since 
it began in 1973. 
xrxnuwnereanewnerenrewzwernnreneaenxeeRe 

(GOEEJ - from Page 11) 
metre handheld found bathing 
in a box full of rain water! 
The box was overflowing, the 
surplus being caught quite 
neatly by the portable TV 
standing underneath - Oh well 
- jt could have been worse. 
Incidentally, the new VK2ABQ 
which Frank was _ building 
turned into matchsticks and 
my rotator was broken... 


(In another letter dated 14 
February, 1990, Alice Mitchell 
said): ‘ 
‘the gales, with torrential 
rain, have continued almost 
without a break since the 
25th of January - around the 
100/95 mph mark..Yesterda 
mornin my _ ‘horizertical’, 
which in the last few days 
had converted itself into an 
‘inverted vertical’, eventually 
(Concluded, Page 16) 


FCC Honors Its 
R.1.D..s S5SOth 
¥ Birthday 


Washington, DC: 

The United States Federal 
Communications Commission 
celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of its wartime 
Radio Intelligence Division at a 
commemorative dinner April 
27, 1990 in Arlington, VA. 
Many retired FCC officials 
attended. 


The Radio Intelligence 
Division was founded in 1940 
when clandestine radio 
operations for purposes of 
espionage reached _ serious 
proportions. Its most famous 
Chief, George E. Sterling, was 
honored at the April 27 
dinner. The program included 
a 15-minute Videotape 
presentation by Mr. Sterling, 
recalling for his colleagues 
the history of RID and other 
FCC memories. 


George E. Sterling began his 
wireless career in 1908 at 
age 14. His first amateur 
radio call sign, self-assigned, 
was "GS". In 1912, upon 
passage of the Radio Act, he 
became one of the first four 
licensed wireless amateurs in 
Maine. His assigned call was 
1AE, which he has maintained 
since its. original issuance, 
except that it now is W1AE. 


Sterling became a 
shipboard wireless operator 
in 1916 and sailed until 1922, 
when he became Marine 
Inspector for the 
Federal Radio Commission, U.S. 
Dept. of Commerce, at the 
port of Baltimore, MD. Later, 
he became Assistant Chief of 
the FRC Field Division. 


He remained with the new 
Federal Communications 
Commission when it replaced 
the FRC in 1934 and became 
head of the RID for the 
duration of World War 2. In 
the 1940s he represented 
the United States at several 
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international telecommunica- 
tions conferences. He was 
appointed an FCC 


Commissioner by President 
Truman in 1949, retiring in 
1954, He is the only 
Commissioner so far to be a 
licensed radio amateur. 


Mr. Sterling, the recipient of 
honors from many 
organizations and author of 
the famous Sterling's Radio 
Manual, holds SOWP 
membership number 438-SGP. 
He is also Honorary Member 
21 of the Society. Now 96, 
he resides in Portiand, Maine. 


The RID memorial dinner 
was attended by 96 
prominent radio pioneers. 
Among them were George E. 
Trumbull, Director, Atlantic 
Division, ARRL. Many former 
FCC staff members were 
present, including Commisioner 
Sykes and Richard Smith, 
Chief, Field Operations Bureau. 
Among SOWP members in 
attendance were John 
McKinney, WOAP, John 
Swafford, W4HU and Ralph 
DeCourcey, N4BZL, who was 


Master of Ceremonies. The 
dinner meeting reportediy 
was the last one to be 
scheduled. 
, a a a ae 
A Member Recalls... 
FOUR-WHEEL 


BRASS-POUNDING 

By John P. Kemper, 4190-U, W6SCO 

A lot has been written 
about the stirring adventures 
of brass-pounders at sea and 
at shore stations. An 
occasional article emerges 
about those who pounded 
brass in military aircraft and 
post-WW Il commercial flights 
overseas. But this article is 
about a few hardy FCC 
sleuths who earned their 
wings (or wheels) through CW 
communications during the 
war in automobiles on 
terra-firma. 


When the war in Europe 
turned ominous in 1939, the 
FCC established the National 
Defense Operations Section 


(later the Radio Intelligence 
Division) to monitor for 
clandestine transmitters. 
During this time, the FCC 
Primary Monitoring Stations in 
the continental United States 
(CONUS) were increased to 
nine, three along each coast 
and three in the central U.S. 
Additional secondary statioins 
were established throughout 
CONUS, Hawaii, Alaska and 
Puerto Rico. 


To assure 
coverage of vulnerable 
CONUS locations along the 
coasts, a group of 
automobiles therefore was 
commissioned to cruise in 
specific areas and monitor as 
continuously as possible the 
then-usable spectrum up to 
about 200 mHz. The 
operation was adroitly named 


adequate 


the “coast patrol’. The black 
un-marked vehicies were 
either Hudson (remember 


them?) or Plymouth sedans. 
The back seat was partially 
cut out to house Hallicrafters 
SX-28 and S-27 receivers, 
carefully concealed under a 
dark grey blanket. A partly 
concealed DF plug-in loop 
rotator was mounted to the 
roof internally. Black-painted 
loops were plugged in through 
the roof for direction finding. 
All equipment was powered 
by inverters driven by the 


car battery and other 
batteries connected in 
parallel. With the poor 
efficiencies of the inverters 
and the heavy load of 
tube-type receivers, it was 
easy to run down the 


batteries so that the car 
could not start. 


The two monitoring 
officers assigned to each 
vehicle needed a rapid way 
to communicate with home 
base, usually a primary or 
secondary monitoring station. 
To accomplish this, a CW 
transmitter was _ installed in 
the trunk. The receiver was 
the SX-28. Classified 
frequencies in the 3-16 mHz 

(Continued, Page 14) 


(Mobile Sleuthe-from Pq. 13) 
range were used for 
communications. The 
transmitting antenna was a 
telescoping brass whip about 
14 feet long attached to the 
rear bumper and screwed in 
place usually at some 
inconspicuous location or in 
the dark of night. 


| joined FCC in early 1942 
at the Santa Ana, (Calif.) 
Primary Monitoring Station. 
Among i other duties as 
intercept operators, we 
continually monitored the 
“coast patrol” frequencies, 
contacting the patrollers 
directly. While they called in 
on schedule, they would also 
call in any time they had a 
Suspcious intercept to be 
passed on the the FCC DF net 
for triangulation. Their CW 
system was the primary 
source of communication with 
home base since their 
operation was covert. They 
did not want to expose their 
Vehicle or themselves’ to 


curious on-lookers in 
metropolitan areas. Besides, 
the best monitoring sites 


were usually well removed 


from “civilization”. 


The land mobile system 
was a bit cumbersome, but 
it was effective. When | 
moved from the monitoring 


Station to the FCC 1ith 
District Office in 1946, [ 
installed a similar 


transmitter-receiver set-up in 
the 1942 Chevrolet which | 
was assigned to traverse a 
three-state district. i 
installed a converted 
crystal-controlled war 
surplus transmitter with a 
genemotor for power. I've 
forgotten their nomenciatures. 
On occasions, | used it to call 
into my Los Angeles HQ office, 
especially when | was out at 
remote locations. The FCC 
office was in the U.S. Post 
Office and Federal Courthouse 


building in the LA. Civic 
Center, with a dipole 
antenna on top of = the 


15-story building. Our office 
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was on the fifth floor, so our 
10-story length of feediine 
had considerable loss, even 
at low HF. Two other FCC 
engineer/inspectors in my 
office had similar setups in 
their cars which were used 
until the 1950’s, 


There probably are very 
few “coast patrollers’ - still 
around; perhaps they are 
SOWP members. Using a key 
on a board in the back seat, 
or a leg key while drving in 
blackout conditions, they 
provided instant information 
to home base. | could relate 
many anecdotes, but those 
Stalwarts who rode the 
Hudsons and Plymouths were 
heroes. No dout they could 
tell stories that would stir oth 


pride and laughter. Let not 
the honorable history’ of 
brass-pounding be closed 


without mention of the FCC 


4-wheel land mobile ‘coast 
patrollers”. Through the 
years of World War Il they 
rode the highways - = and 


byways to provide critically 
Valuable spectrum monitoring 
and reported their findings by 
pounding brass. 

Le ed 


In a postscript to his story, 
author Kemp said: “..1 don't 
have pictures, but | could 
expand on personal anecdotal 
articles, if you felt it would be 
of interest... If any “coast 
patrollers”... are still around, 
they might have private 
pictures that could make a 
more interesting and 
expanded article. The reason 
for lack of pix is that the units 


were highly classified in those 
days, and photos were 
verboten. But as you well 
know, most “forbidden” 
pictures somehow turn up 
after classification is no 
longer of consequence. | 


don’t know if anyone outside 
FCC HQ took photos before 
the cars were de- 
commissioned. 1! wish | had...” 
(John, you have introduced a 
great topic. Let's have more 
from other ex-"‘coast 
patrollers’’ out there! - Editor) 


The W8TP Report 

Dayton 
Hamvention 1990 
Your Editor made his annual 
pilgrimage to Dayton, Ohio on 
the weekend of April 27-29, 
1990. The “world’s largest 
amateur radio gathering” 
attracted more than 30,000 
this year. Among them were 
at least 17 SOWP members 
who signed up at the QCWA 

table. They were: 


Marshall S. Killen, 2226-SGP 
VE3KK, Waterloo, Ont; Bob 
Ballantine, 3783-M, Wé8ISU, 
Warren, OH; Frank Schwab, 
1226-V, W8OK, Dayton, OH; 
Marv Carmony, 847-V, W9KT, 


Terre Haute, IN; Bob 
Leatherman, 4896-M, 
WB9GCU, Avilla, IN; Tom 


DeMeis, 3750-V, K2TD, Delran, 
NJ; Leona Wallace, 272-TA, 
WAGOHB, Selma, CA; "Doc" 
Conley, 4656-V, Van Wert, OH; 
Ken Palmer, 887-V, K2FJ, East 
Aurora, NY; Tom Cruse, 
1199-V, Alexandria, VA; Bob 
Watson, 4594-P, Valparaiso, 
FL; John Yuricek, 753-V, 
W3MAM, Brackenridge, PA; 
Mike Eyman, 4802-V, WOXM, 
Garnett, KS; Anthony 
Gerchman, 938-V, K3BK, 
Susquehanna, PA; Gerald R. 
Gavin, 4267-V, Glen Burnie, 
MD; Doug Horner, 4370-V, 
W8PH, Dayton, OH and Ted 


Phelps, 88 1-P, W8TP, 
Columbus, OH. 

We enjoyed lunch with 
Leona Wallace and ‘Doc" 


Conley, with his friend John 
Cassidy, N4YJW. We had 
hoped to assemble a larger 
lunch bunch, but that’s never 
easy at Dayton. Our thanks 
to Doug Horner, President of 
the Dayton, Ohio QCWA 
chapter, for his assistance 
with the SOWP sign-up. 


Again, Ye Ed won no prizes, 
acquired no new radio gear, 
but thoroughly enjoyed the 
weekend. We hope to see 
more SOWP friends at the 
Hamvention next year. 


cleat ole alte ales. elton ll am cele, cee. cal, ll. cle lm. at 
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HONORING RALPH FOLKMAN 


Pioneer Cartoonist 


ARM PATCH/CREST : Wear on |SOWP BOLO. Gold, metal in sowp MUG - Good for Coffee- 
arm or jacket. Blue with mul- red white and blue enameled} Royais too! . Design by our 
ticolor ieee Price $3 plus 56¢ inlay. Black cord. $7.50 Ppd- Pioneer member $6 plus $1 ship 


te Pins 


Enlarged 


Size - 1-1/8" W. 3/4" H. Clutch. 


MEMBERSHIP LABELS LAPEL PINS Beautiful gold SOWP SPORTS CAP 


(1) Blue/white $1.50 (2) Large rim: ashes White/biue. $6.50 each pius $1 Mailing 
Red $1.50 (3) Small Red $1.00 |Handsome. $5.00 Plus $1 Mail. Cost. 
SH PRICE Overage. I[MSURANCE: Add 70¢ where insurance is 
SCRIM AW LIST desired and via gail. UPS preoavs insurance. 
June 1, 1990 OVERSEAS & FOREIGK:Pleese include sufficient to cover. 


Overaaes will be credited to your account. ALL QUOTES 
A number of SOWP SLOP CHEST items available but not! are in U.S. FUNDS. Allow for excnange costs in your 


' orders. 
listed above are called to your attention below- ake ; 
- 3-1/4x5" Blue logo om yellow field $1.25 Pod The Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. stands behind 
rite PINS - Metal picture of ship with Society 
of Pioneers at botton. Attractive ..... 1.50 pod 


every item we sel If you are not 100% satisfied within 
30 days of receipt, we wil refund your money. Make 
all checks payable to the Society. PLEASE DO NOT 
INCLUDE DUES FUNDS WITH SLOP CHEST ORDERS. 


Covers letter size pace with | 
gaanifaction power. Unbreakable optic lens brings 


small print uo close. $2.50 each or 2 for $4.00 PPd. 

BACK PATCHES - Round red 6" aulticolor $6 + $1 ship. 
ALL ORDERS SUBJECT STOCK ON HAND 

Items 8 Quantify | 50 100 300 Shipping 

LETTERHEADS 2.00 


NOTE HEADS 2789 $780 5750 Sroswices® 
ENVELOPES #6 Sail 3-25 5:00 mek ba ane Mail your order to our SOWP Supplies Manager below: 
ENVELOPES #10 Laroe -00 7.00 17.00 n 


TAX _MOTICE: wu MEM ae: 8e sure and add 6% to the 
total orice . less shioping charges. 

(*] SHIPPING. On stationery orders of $7.50 or less 

add $2.00 for shipping. We use UPS or PP. (Need Street 

address for ups shjpping). On orders OVER $7.50 add 

$3.50 for shioping. We refund or give credit on any 


ROY |. COUZIN 
151 Waner Wa 
FELTON, CA.,95018 USA 


(QOEEJ from Page 12) 
parted from the mast to 
dangle through the sycamore 
and we had to take it down 
completely... 


“What an amazing antenna 
that has been. Even when it 
was pointing down to the 
ground, | was able to make a 
poe p00 sked with Olive 
(VE7ERA) (on February 9, 
1990) - over an hour of 
excellent signals and it was 
the operators who. tired 
before propagation dropped 


= i 


In the last year. Is this all the 
result of the greenhouse 
effect? If so then our future 
cannot be considered very 
safe... ‘..\Weather, weather, 
weather, it seems that’s all 
we think and talk about these 
days... -73 Alice” 


RRRRRARRARRAEARREER 


(New Members-from Pg. 8) 


4943-V Aaron Weisbrot, 


KB2BWO, */Pauline 75-36 Bell i 


Blvd., Bayside, NY 11364, FS: 
1943 HQ Battery, 
FABN/ Various Calls. 


389th fae 


offill On Sunday (Feb.11) | 

reached Beth/VE7YL with 4944-V D.E. Wiggins, W9CWG, 

good signals..." “Gene"/ 951 Sheffield  Dr., 
“wNever in living memory’ Valparaiso, IN 46383. _ FS: RV eae ia A 
has this country suffered 1944 US Army Signal Corps, THE TRESTAR "HORIZERTICAL" 


such strong winds so often as Camp Crowder, Missouri. ANTENNA AT GOEEJ 


Editorial Office: 
Editor: T. K. Phelps 
editorial contributions and questions to the Editor at above address. 


The World Wireless Beacon is published by The Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc., 
6289 Olde Orchard Drive, Columbus, OH., USA, 43213 - (Tel: 614-866-6289) 
Send comments, 


SOWP Headquarters - 146 Coleen St, Livermore, CA., 94550 - Executive Director: Paul N. Dane 
Send address changes, dues payments and all membership correspondence to SOWP HQ. 
SOWP Founder & Editor Emeritus: W. A.Breniman P.O. Box 530, Santa Rosa, CA., 95402 
ORIGINAL MATERIAL IN THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE QUOTED IF CREDIT !/S GIVEN 
a A I 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc., 
146 Coleen Street, 
Livermore CA., USA, 94550 

% % % ADORESS CORRECTION REQUESTED * % 


7) 


